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@ China's IP

in foreign eyes

n upsurge in Chinese manu-
Afacturing competitiveness is

likely to flow from Beijing’ s
top-level strategy to become a high-
tech power by 2025, a German
think- tank has found. The conflu-
ence of funding for innovation and
access to overseas acquisitions is set
to galvanise an already active patent
application process among Chinese
companies. (South Korea, Germany at
risk, from China tech rise, by Financial
Times)
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China has spent huge money to
spur innovation in smart manufactur-
ing, which reflects China’s determi-
nation in building itself into innova-
tion- driven country. The ability of
some companies to undertake acqui-
sitions of industry overseas, is likely
to catapult some Chinese manufac-
turing giants into the vanguard of
global technology.
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hina’ s popular selfie app de-
Cveloper Meitu made a muted
debut on the Hong Kong
Stock Exchange in the biggest ini-
tial public offering by a technology
company since 2007 when Alibaba
was listed. Boasting 456 million us-
ers, Xiamen- based Meitu targets
teenagers and young adults, who
use the beautifying app to retouch
selfie photos for everything from
posts on social media to job applica-
tions. (Meitu in biggest tech IPO in
Hong Kong since Alibaba, by Deutsche
Welle)
rh [E AT B R T K 7 2R
EITE T B 22 5 T IEAR LT, it
VBT E 2007 2B ELE EL
PLRAHR A F R i KR
WA B . ERRAMA 456 {2 H
FE LB A F R 32 A 22
FRTEAR AT E TR =5 T
B BRI 2, B FE
FERETEGL (£ B %R
FEEEBERRRKAEFSZ AL
IPO”, {2 H Z /)

Comment

The biggest advantage of Meitu is
its picture processing technology,
which is Meitu’ s own proprietary
property right. This
makes Meitu boast a massive user

intellectual

base all over the world.
=i

H R A Ao S i R E B
NE TN E B AR AR B R
REHE AR, A NEASE RN T HRA
3l e K B9 A5 P B, (190 B5)

Sun Di

Executive Editor

Ceremony for the Award for Chinese Outstanding Patented Invention & Industrial Design held
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n December 26th, the ceremo-
Ony for the WIPO- SIPO Award
for Chinese Outstanding Patent-
ed Invention & Industrial Design was
held in Beijing. A total of 20 inven-
tions, utility model

patents were

awarded as Chinese patent gold
award, while five industry design pat-
ents was awarded as Chinese design
gold award. Besides, 568 inventions,
utility model patents won Chinese pat-
ent award of excellence, and 65 de-
sign patents won Chinese design
award of excellence.

On the ceremony, commissioner of
SIPO and deputy director of WIPO
jointly awarded the winners of gold
awards and representatives of winners
of excellence awards. They honored
the patentees and inventors who have
made outstanding contributions to the

creation, utilization, protection and ad-
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ministration of intellectual property

rights and promote innovation and
economic and social development.

It is published on the ceremony
that, since 1989, when SIPO and
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WIPO jointly launched the Award se-
lection activities for the first time,
China’ s economic and social and in-
tellectual property have been witness-
ing a rapid growth, the Award’s credi-

bility, authority, representation and in-
fluence are enhanced. According to
statistics, in the past Twelfth Five-
Year Plan period, 120 patent gold
award projects achieved new sales of
622.1 billion yuan with new profit of
131.7 billion yuan. The Award has
played a positive role in leading inno-
vation-driven development and accel-
erating the construction of an IP pow-
erhouse.
(by Wang Kang/ Cui Jingsi)
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China’s digital copyright industry triggers heated discussion
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¢ China’ s Internet Service Provid-

ers are paying more and more at-

tention to copyright protection to
avoid infringement through digital in-
formation management system and
many other measures. This is a signal
of promoting the development of Chi-
na’ s copyright industry,” Sylvie
Forbin, Deputy Director General of
the World Intellectual Property Orga-
nization, said on the 6th China Inter-
national Copyright Expo.

In the Internet environment, Chi-
nese copyright industry sees a great
development in theory and practice,
but also faces great challenges. Yan
Xiaohong, Deputy Director of the Na-
tional Copyright Administration of
China, holds that the copyright as a
property, we need to clearly define its
boundaries, assess its value, and then
get the effective  dissemination
through trade. At present, the tradition-
al way and innovative method are in
parallel in China, but also need to be
greatly improved. Under the network

environment, how the traditional au-
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Saudi Aramco and image trademark applications meet resistance

thorization mode can meet the de-
mand of mass authorization and the
most suitable system should be select-
ed. To promote the circulation of copy-
right in the world, further internation-
al cooperation should also be carried
out.

With the development of science
and technology, digital revolution
makes the books, music, movies and
other copyrighted works of production
and dissemination mode undergoing
tremendous changes. As the represen-
tative of the copyright business, Ku-
gou music not only shows the compa-
ny’ s own achievements, but also re-
flects the copyright of the new direc-
tion of enterprise development.
“Twenty years ago, we needed to
spend $30 on a CD with just 15 pieces
of music. Now we can access music li-
braries with millions of songs for $15
to $20 a month through Spotify and
other music service platforms,” In Syl-
vie Fotbin’ s view, digital content
broke the boundaries of communica-
tion and made the market more global,

and that’ s why it requires more rea-
sonable copyright rules. The WIPO
Copyright and Creative Industries Sec-
tor hopes to build a global infrastruc-
ture framework that will allow coun-
tries to share work flow information
and benefit copyright-related parties.
The Acting Director of the UK In-
tellectual Property Office, Sean Den-
nehey, also said that the rapid develop-
ment of the digital era of creative in-
dustries at the same time is facing
risks. An effective intellectual proper-
ty system is necessary to promote eco-
nomic development, but also to pro-
mote the dissemination of works, to
bring a reasonable return to the cre-
ators. “As the global market becomes
more and more integrated, our rights
framework for creators is becoming
more and more consistent across dif-
ferent countries,” While praising Chi-
na’ s copyright industry for its
achievements, he expressed expecta-
tions on China’ s copyright industry
globalization.
(by Liu Ren)
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he Saudi Arabian Oil Company

(hereinafter referred to as Saudi

Arabian Company), which is lo-
cated in the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia, filed an objection for the applica-
tion of the trademark “Saudi Aramco”
for the registration of the trademark
“Saudi Aramco and image” by Huang
Xiaodong from Guangdong Province.
After the Trademark Review and Ad-
judication Board (TRAB) of State Ad-
ministration for Industry and Com-
merce (SAIC) ruled that the trade-
mark “Saudi Aramco and image” was
not approved for registration, the case
entered the stage of administrative liti-
gation. The Court confirmed the deci-
sion of the TRAB. Subsequently,
Huang Xiaodong accused to the Su-
preme People’ s Court for retrial. Re-
cently, the Supreme Court rejected
Huang Xiaodong’ s application for re-
trial.

The “Saudi Aramco and image”
trademark was filed by Huang Xia-
odong in November 2004, designated
use in the category of oil, lubricants
and other commodities.

Saudi Arabian Company filed the
objection application, but the Trade-
mark Office (TMO) under SAIC
made decision to approve the registra-
tion of the “Saudi Arabian and im-
age” trademark. Saudi Aramco then
applied for reexamination in August
2011, claiming that the “Saudi Aram-
co and image” trademark contains
“Saudi Arabia”, which is a significant
part of the company’ s name, and in-
fringed its trademark rights, while the
trademark contains the name of Saudi
Arabia for short “Saudi Arabia”, and
should not be approved for registra-
tion according to the law.

The TRAB held that, for the term
“Saudi Arabia” in “Saudi Aramco and
image”, consumers are easy to under-
stand as “Saudi Arabia”, which is like-
ly to have adverse effects. According-
ly, the TRAB ruled that the trademark
“Saudi Aramco” would not be ap-
proved for registration.

The case then entered into adminis-
tration litigate process, the Court con-
firmed the decision of the TRAB.
Huang Xiaodong then applied to the

Supreme People’ s Court for retrial.
The Supreme Court held that the con-
stituent elements of the Saudi Aramco
and image contained “Saudi” and dog
head graphics and were designated to
be used on “petroleum” and other re-
lated commodities, and the relevant
public could easily consider that the
goods they designated were used link-
ing with Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. In
this case, if registered in China and
for commercial use, the trademark
will have adverse effects. Therefore,
the trademark “Saudi Aramco and im-
age” should not be approved for regis-
tration. (by Mao Liguo)
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