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in foreign eyes

hey targeted electric cars for
Tspecial support in an industrial

policy called “Made in China
2025,” which aims to foster upgrad-
ed, technologically advanced manu-
facturing. By 2020, Beijing expects
its automakers to be able to churn
out two million electric and hybrid
vehicles annually-six times the num-
ber produced in 2015. (China answer
to Tesla is hopeful entrant to global car
market, By New York Times)
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Comment

In the past, as local manufacturers
have lacked the brands, technology
and managerial heft, little- known
Chinese models have struggled to
gain traction overseas. This time, Chi-
na's carmakers may be better posi-
tioned because they were encouraged
by some measures issued by Chinese
government. They would spur the
technological innovation in the com-
petition with foreign carmakers.
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s consumer electronic manu-
Afacturing has moved to Asia,

both Chinese companies and
the nation's government laboratories
are making major investments in ar-
tificial intelligence. The advance of
the Chinese was underscored last
month when Qi Lu, a veteran Micro-
soft artificial intelligence specialist,
left the company to become chief op-
erating officer at Baidu, which
showed China's improvement on
this area. (China gains on the UV.S. in
the artificial intelligence arms race, By
Wall Street Journal)
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Comment

Artificial intelligence is only one
part of the tech frontier where China
is advancing rapidly. Rapid Chinese
progress are not merely imitating ad-
vances but are engaged in indepen-
dent innovation that will soon catch
the U.S. in the field.
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China's trademark application amounts to 3.691 million in 2016

atest statistics from the State Ad-
Lministration for Industry and

Commerce (SAIC) show that
China handled 3.691 million trade-
mark applications in 2016, remaining
world's largest for 15 consecutive
years. Meanwhile, Guangdong, Bei-
jing, Zhejiang, Shanghai and Jiangsu
are the top five applicants.

Thanks to the implement of the re-
form for trademark registration, trade-
mark registrations increased by
28.4% in 2016, compared with 26.9%

Top 5 provinces (municipalities)in the number of trademark

applications
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province (209,900). Among which
Zhejiang filed its first 300,000 applica-
tions and Jiangsu filed its first 200,
000. Compared with 2015, the top 5
remains the same.

Compared with 2015, Sichuan
province and Henan province filed its
first own 100,000 registrations re-
spectively in 2016. Provinces which
filed 100,000 to 200,000 applications
were Shandong province (184,490),
Fujian province (175,392), Henan
province (129,946) and Sichuan prov-

As efforts to resolve existing prob-
lems on trademark registration and
management, SAIC released opinions
on advancing trademark registration
facilitation on July 14, 2016. The pa-
per was designed to simplicate trade-
mark registration procedure to expand
trademark registration channels, to im-
prove examination efficiency and to
improve trademark related public ser-
vice and to boost brand economy de-
velopment.

On October 30, 2016, SAIC ap-

Top 5 provinces(municipalities)in the number of valid

trademark registrations
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in 2015. Among all the registrations,
3.001 million were filed via Internet,
representing 81.3% of the total, the
percentage in 2015 is 69.3% . As of
the end of 2016, valid trademark reg-
istrations amounted to 12.376 million.
Eeach 10,000 market entities obtained
1,422 trademarks, increased by 6.5%
from 1,335 in 2015. It is worth men-
tioning that 2016 witnessed fast
growth of trademark pledge registra-
tions. In 2016, China handled 1,410
trademark registrations (up 20% ),
helping the enterprises financing
64.99 billion yuan, up 90%.

Numbers showed that top five
trademark applicants were Guang-
dong province (689,434), Beijing
(372,387), Zhejiang province (327,
572), Shanghai (257,616) and Jiangsu

@ EXPRESS

he Beijing IPR Court recently
Tentered the first- instance judg-

ment on a seven-year trademark
dispute lodged by Dream Works Ani-
mation SKG, Inc against a Chinese
natural person surnamed Hu. Beijing
IPR Court approved that Hu's regis-
tered trademark KUNG FU PANDA
has infringed Dream Works’ trade-
mark rights of its film name and char-
acter name of “ 1)) & 58§ KUNG FU
PANDA”.

Dated back to June 6, 2008, the
computer- animated action comedy
martial arts film KUNG FU PANDA
presented its first public performance.
Shortly, the film gained worldwide
popularity. 20 days after the premiere
day, a natural person from Shandong
province filed the No. 6806482
KUNG FU PANDA registration appli-
cation on Classs 12, products of the
steering wheel cover and vehicle seat
cover. This provoked Dream Works’
disapproval.

Dream Works challenged the trade-
mark in dispute and requested the
Trademark Review and Adjudication
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ince (126,300). Numbers also showed
that Guangdong province(2,043,798),
Zhejiang province(1,315,742), Beijing
(893,743), Jiangsu province(743,670)
and Shanghai (697,251) were top five
regions which have the most valid
trademark registrations, and Guang-
dong have its first 2 million valid
trademark registrations.

The achievements should be attrib-
uted to deepening reform for policies.
For a long time, the State Council has
requested to deepen administrative re-
form and transform government func-
tions, such as streamlining administra-
tion, delegating power, strengthening
regulation and improving services.
Under these guidelines, SAIC carried
out reform for improving trademark
registration efficiency.

Kung Fu Panda wins a 7—year trademarkgdi
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Board (TRAB) under SAIC to re-
voke the mark. However, Dream
Works failed. Disgruntled Dream
Works brought TRAB to the Beijing
Higher People's court. In the second-
instance decision, the court ruled in fa-
vor of Dream Works in 2015. In Octo-
ber that year, TRAB decided to re-
voked Hu's KUNG FU PANDA trade-
mark registration.

Hu later filed an administrative liti-
gation against TRAB to Beijing IPR
Court.

Beijing IPR Court held that evi-
dences which show the character of
“I)) K fE fi KUNG FU PANDA" had
gained specified directivity, congruity
and high business value for Dream
works after long-term publicity and it
should be protected by the law. Com-
paring Hu's trademark with Dream
works’ animated movie, the consum-
ers would be confused as the two are
almost the same in spelling, pronunci-
ation and Chinese translation, which
would cause damage to Dream
works’ trading opportunities and busi-
ness values from the film.
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proved 13 industrial and commercial
administrative departments and mar-
ket supervision departments to set up
trademark registration acceptance win-
dows, which came into operation on
November 1 the same year. From then
on, the applicants could file trade-
mark registration without having to
go far. Functions of these acceptance
windows cover trademark registration
acceptance for designated areas, fees
collection, accepting and examining
registration files, determining registra-
tion date, trademark registration certif-
icate distribution, inquiring and con-
sulting services.

On December 1, Guangzhou cen-
ter for trademark examination cooper-
ation came into operation. Functions
of Guangzhou center covers trade-

Based on these mentioned above,
the court held that the trademark in
dispute had infringed Dream Works’
interests and rights, Hu's requests
should be rejected. (by Wang Guohao)
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mark registration acceptance, consult-
ing, trademark examination and trade-
mark laws popularization. It is also re-
sponsible for guiding local trademark
protection, promoting regional trade-
mark strategy implement, trademark
registration examination, so as to
shorten examination cycle, easing the
burden of the applicants and provid-
ing better service. (by Wang Guohao)
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