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Premier Li Keqiang vows to conduct pilot integrated management of IP

By Y o)

n March 5th, the 5th Session
Oof the 12th National People's

Congress opened at the Great
Hall of the People in Beijing. On be-
half of the State Council, Premier Li
Kegqiang delivered the report on the
work of the government. Li Keqiang
said we will continue piloting re-
forms for all-around innovation. We
will begin piloting reforms to con-
duct integrated management of intel-
lectual property rights and improve
the system for creating, protecting,
and applying intellectual property
rights. We will work faster to im-
prove the property rights protection
system and protect in accordance
with law the property rights of eco-
nomic entities under all forms of
ownership and the property rights of
citizens. Activities that infringe on
the property rights of businesses
must be investigated and dealt with
severely; anything that has been done
wrong must be corrected.

Li Keqiang said, last year, further
progress was made in pursuing the in-
novation- driven development strate-
gy, and a number of world- leading
achievements were made in science
and technology. Emerging industries
were thriving, and the transformation
and upgrading of traditional indus-
tries accelerated. People were busy
launching businesses or making inno-
vations. The number of in-force Chi-
nese patents issued in China passed
the million mark, and the value of
technology transactions exceeded
one trillion yuan. The contribution of
scientific and technological progress
to economic growth rose to 56.2 per-
cent, and innovation's role in power-
ing development grew markedly.

Li Keqiang said, to deliver a good
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performance in 2017, we in govern-
ment should stick to the following
guidelines. First, we should make
progress while maintaining stable
performance and keep our strategic
focus. Second, we must give priority
to improving supply- side structure.
Third, we should expand aggregate
demand as appropriate and improve
its efficacy. Fourth, we should rely
on innovation to replace old growth
drivers with new ones and speed up
structural improvement and upgrad-
ing. Fifth, we should solve prominent
problems of public concern.

Li Keqiang said, protecting prop-
erty rights means protecting labor,
protecting invention and innovation,
and protecting and developing pro-
ductive forces. We will work faster
to improve the property rights pro-
tection system and protect in accor-
dance with law the property rights
of economic entities under all forms
of ownership and the property rights
of citizens. We will encourage peo-
ple to start businesses, make innova-
tions, and create wealth, and we will
inspire and protect entrepreneurship,
and ensure that entrepreneurs can
run their businesses and make invest-
ments with peace of mind. Activities
that infringe on the property rights
of businesses must be investigated
and dealt with severely; anything
that has been done wrong must be
corrected.

Li keqiang said, the real economy
has always been the foundation of
China's development; the task we
now face is to speed up its transfor-
mation and upgrading. We will do
more to implement the strategy of in-
novation- driven development, up-
grade the structure of the real econo-
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my, and improve its performance and
competitiveness.  First, we will
strengthen our capability for making
technological innovations. We will
begin piloting reforms to conduct in-
tegrated management of intellectual
property rights and improve the sys-
tem for creating, protecting, and ap-
plying intellectual property rights.
We will improve mechanisms for pro-
viding continued long- term support
for fundamental research and origi-
nal research, build major national in-
frastructure projects for science and
technology and set up technological
innovation hubs, and establish plat-
forms for sharing R&D resources.
We will continue piloting reforms for

all- around innovation. We will see
our universities and research insti-
tutes truly operate with autonomy, en-
sure that incentive policies like
stocks, options, and dividends are im-
plemented. We will encourage large
enterprises, research institutes, and
universities to establish specialized
spaces for crowd innovation; we will
strengthen support for innovative me-
dium, small and micro businesses.
All this should help entities to fully
exploit their own strengths and inter-
act both on- and off-line, and market
dynamism and social creativity being
fully unleashed.

(by Xinhua/photo by Jiang Wen-
jie)
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®)China's IP
./ in foreign eyes

verage wages in China’s man-
Aufacturing sector have soared
above those in countries such
as Brazil and Mexico. Chinese wag-
es also outstripped Argentina, Co-
lombia and Thailand during the
same time, as the country integrated
more closely into the global econo-
my after its 2001 admission into the
World Trade Organisation. (Chinese
wages now higher than in Brazil, Argenti-
na and Mexico, by The Financial Times)
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Comment

The date highlight the progress
China has made in improving the in-
novation and productivity. The inno-
vation is the magic power for compe-
tition. The China’ s manufacturing
sector can find its way only by high
levels of innovation.
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German Siemens prevails in tradem»afrk dlspute
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urrently, Sino Siemives and Ger-
Cman Siemens dispute case has

been chosen into the case book
of 2016 Zhejiang provincial typical in-
tellectual property rights infringe-
ment. According to Zhejiang Higher
People's Court,reporter has known
about the case from beginning to end.

In April, 2014, Xinchang-based Sie-
mives Household Electric Co., Ltd
(hereinafter referred to as Xinchang
Siemives) was founded in Jiangxi
Province. The shareholder Mr. Wu
who controlled 80% of the shares, ap-
plied for the registration of SIEMI-
VES trademark in 2013 and registered
the domain name "siemives.com" in
January, 2014. The permissions of the
trademark and domain name were giv-
en to Xinchang Siemives by Mr. Wu.
Shaoxing-based Bangdai Electric Co.,
Ltd (hereinafter referred to as Shaox-
ing Bangdai)sold "SIEMIVES" range
hood that Xinchang Siemives pro-
duced.

In August 2015, it is reported that
consumers in Taiyuan City, Shanxi
Province mistook the range hood
products produced by Xinchang Sie-
mives Company as "Siemens" brand

products produced by Germany-based
Siemens. Afterwards, German Sie-
mens Company took a lawsuit against
Mr. Wu, Xinchang Siemives and Sha-
oxing Bangdai to Shaoxing Intermedi-
ate People's Court on the grounds of
trade mark infringement and unfair
competition, claiming economic loss-
es and reasonable expenses totaling 2
million yuan.

The court of first-instance tried the
case and ordered that Xinchang Siemi-
ves and Shaoxing Bangdai stop the in-
volved trade mark infringement and
unfair competition behavior, and joint-
ly pay 100,000 yuan to German Sie-
mens to compensate for its economic
losses and reasonable expenses in-
curred herein. As Siemens disagreed
with the court judgement freeing Mr.
Wu from being a joint infringer and
the meager compensation amount, it
appealed to Zhejiang Higher People's
Court afterwards.

In December 2016, the court of
second- instance awarded that Xin-
chang Siemives and Shaoxing Bang-
dai stop the involved trademark in-
fringement and unfair competition be-
havior; Xinchang Siemives should al-

ter its company name and publish
statement in the media to clear the
negative effect; Mr. Wu should stop
and cancel the involved website do-
main; Xinchang Siemives, Shaoxing
Bangdai and Mr. Wu jointly pay 1 mil-
lion yuan to German Siemens to com-
pensate for its economic losses in-
curred herein. Meanwhile, German
Siemens paid public notarial fee and
travel expenses, thus the court also or-
dered that the above three defendants
pay 70,000 yuan to German Siemens
to compensate for its reasonable ex-
penses. (by Wang Guohao)
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