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opular Chinese messaging app

WeChat, with a user base exceed-

ing 1.1 billion, has unveiled a
new version of the app specifically for
automobiles. The in-car app will allow
drivers to keep updated with messages
even when they are driving. Tencent's
in-car WeChat platform is aimed at im-
proving road safety by minimising the
chance for drivers to stare at their
phone screens while they are on the
road, the company said. The new car-
friendly app, which can be operated
through voice control, will allow car
drivers to operate the app through
voice commands or the use of steering
wheel buttons to check unread messag-
es, send new messages, as well as
make WeChat calls, technology giant
Tencent said in a joint announcement
with ~ Chinese  carmaker  China
Chang'an Automobile Group this
week. (Tencent's messaging app WeChat
now available for cars, ZDNet)
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Comment:

Tencent has been fine- tuning We-
Chat since its release years back. The
launch of the in-car app represents Ten-
cent's ambition to expand market
through innovative power.
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CNIPA Holds Oral Hearing on Layout Design Infringement Case
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n August 26, the Administrative
OEnforcement Board of Layout

Design of Integrated Circuits un-
der China National Intellectual Proper-
ty Administration (CNIPA) held an
oral hearing on infringement case con-
cerning integrated controller and
switch single chip cathode protection
for Li- ion battery protection, which
was the second time for CNIPA to hear
such case.

In the hearing, the applicant Suzhou
Saixin Electronic Technology Compa-
ny and the respondent, Chengdu Ruiyu-
an Semiconductor Technology Compa-
ny provided the appearance for testimo-
ny on object of protection, protection
scope and evidences concerning the de-
sign layout. For the next step, the ap-
praising organs chosen by both parities

would be entrusted to identify the chip
in question, and the case will continue
to hear after the result comes out.

"The administrative enforcement
featuring professional and high effi-
ciency meets the safeguard demand of
innovators. By hearing this case, I
hope it can further expand public's un-
derstanding of design layout- related
laws and regulations, provisions and
enforcement process, beef up protec-
tion and ensure the development of
that industry," said the relevant princi-
pal of IP Protection Department of
CNIPA.

(by Yang Liu/Zhao Junxiang)
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Photo News

Banliang Village, located in Gaoting, Yongxing County, Hunan Province, has a

long history of inheriting and developing Chinese tradional architecture culture

back to late Song Dynasty. With over 360 ancient houses having maintained for

hundreds of years, Banliang Village was nominated as China Famous Village of

History and Culture in December, 2010.

(photo by Sun Dechen)
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Japanese Company Triumphs Over Local Trademark Squatter

n June 11, 2015, Beijing Yisaisi
International Trading Company

Q

applied for the registration of
No.17179754 "Bétta" trademark (the
trademark in dispute), which would be
approved on October 7, 2016, certified
to be used on products such as baby
milk bottles.

On January 4, 2017, the Japan-
based ZOOM.T.CO., LTD lodged an
invalidation request against the trade-
mark in dispute with the then- Trade-
mark Review and Adjudication Board
(TRAB) of the State Administration
for Industry and Commerce, alleging
that the Yisaisi Company and its affili-
ates colluded to squat the "Pétta" trade-
mark and Zoom's trade name in the
Japanese language. The act could be
deemed as squatting of Zoom's reputa-
ble trademark by improper means. In
the meantime, ZOOM complained that
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the trademark dispute and its
No0.9370942 and No.13410676 "Doc-
tor Bétta" trademarks (reference trade-
marks) are similar marks used on the
same or similar goods and infringe on
its prior copyright of its works "Bétta".
The then-TRAB held that the trade-
mark in dispute, registered on products
such as mouth masks does not consti-
tute similar trademarks, used on the
same or similar goods, nor do they con-
stitute trademark squatting by improp-
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er means. The trademark in dispute reg-
istered on milk bottles and other com-
modities constitutes similar trademarks
used on the same or similar goods.
The evidence alone is not sufficient to
prove that it has obtained the copyright
of the works "Bétta". At the same time,
Yisaisi Company registered many
trademarks including the trademark in
dispute with the intention of unfair
competition by free- riding on others'
well- known brands and constitutes a
situation in which the trademark law
refers to obtaining registration by other
improper means.

Hence, the then-TRAB nullified the
trademark in dispute. Yisaisi subse-
quently then brought the case to Bei-
jing IP Court.

Beijing IP Court affirmed that the
trademark in dispute and the reference
trademarks constitute similar trade-
marks used on the same or similar com-
modities and Yisaisi Company regis-
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tered the trademark by other improper
means. Therefore, the court made a
first-instance judgment rejecting Yisai-
si's plea.

Yisaisi Company then appealed to
Beijing High People's Court. Beijing
High held that the distinctive identifica-
tion part of both the trademark in dis-
pute and the reference marks were the
same, constituting similar marks used
on the same or similar goods. As the
marks "Pétta" and "Doctor Bétta" are
highly distinctive, the act of Yisaisi
and its affiliates constitute a situation
in which the registration is obtained by
other improper means. In this connec-
tion, the appellate court rejected the ap-
peal and upheld the first-instance judg-
ment. (by Wang Guohao)
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Huili Pomegranate
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uili County, affiliated to Liang-
Hshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture

of Sichuan Province, is a nation-
al historical and cultural county. The
county covers an area of 4,527 sq km
and the county is at an elevation of
about 1,790 meters above sea level.
The annual average temperature is
15.1 degrees Celsius and the average
annual rainfall is 1,140 mm. The coun-
ty enjoys a mild climate and spring-
like weather all year round. The advan-
taged natural environment of Huili has
bred the famous Huili pomegranate.

The pomegranate with green skin
and soft seeds is an excellent local va-
riety with unique characteristics of
Huili. It's characterized by a large
fruit size, thin skin, large seeds, juici-
ness, soft pit and sweet taste. Its
seeds are transparent and bright like
pearls and it tastes richly sweet like
honey. With a rich flavor and high
quality, it's praised as "Holy Fruit on
Earth".

In 2018, the pomegranate planting
area reached 400,000 mu, accounting
for 92% of the pomegranate planting
area in Sichuan Province and 26% of
the pomegranate planting area in Chi-
na. The output of fruits was 700,000
tons. A comprehensive output value of
4.7 billion yuan was achieved. The in-
come of fruit farmers was 3.3 billion
yuan, which drove the output value of
secondary and tertiary industries to
1.4 billion yuan, and the per capita
net income of fruit farmers was 21,
000 yuan.

(Courtesy of the IP Protection Depart-
ment of CNIPA and IP Bureau of Sich-

uan Province)
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