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-/ in foreign eyes

laundry service in Wuhan, cen-
Atral China, will implant micro-
chips into bed sheets, towels
and quilts, which can be read by
guests' cell phones to reveal the date of
their last clean. Chips will be placed in
the corner of the products by Wuhan
Kunteng Laundry, which will provide
cleaning services for many of the city's
hotels and hostels, Chinese state- run
media outlet Xinhua reported.( Chinese
city introduces hotel sheets that tell you
when they were last washed, CN'N)
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Comment:

The innovation is the latest in a
wave of technological advancements
sweeping through Chinese hotels.
Based on the technology specializing
in internet search services and artificial
intelligence, Chinese hotels are becom-
ing more popular with tourists.
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hinese budget smartphone maker
C Transsion is already dominating
Africa with its Tecno brand.
Now it's ready to raise its profile even
more by joining China's splashy new
market for tech stocks. The Shenzhen-
based company said this week that it
got the preliminary green light to list
shares on the Star Market, China's an-
swer to the Nasdaq. An IPO could push
Transsion's valuation above $4 billion.
(Africa's favorite smartphone maRer wants
in on China's fot new tech market, CN'N)
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Comment:

China's favorable climate for tech-
nology and innovation enable Chinese
tech companies to fit comfortably in
the target market and attract more local
investors.
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I was surprised and proud of Ning-
"bo when [ watched Ninghai play-

ing teeth and Fenghua cloth dragon
show," said Fu Zirui, a citizen from
Ningbo. At the opening ceremony of
the 'Theme Day of Ningbo (Zhejiang)',
the performance of Xue Qiaoping, an
inheritor of Nanhai playing teeth,
sparked an eruption of cheers and ap-
plauses at Beijing International Horti-
cultural Exhibition 2019. She aspired
to make Ningbo known by more peo-
ple through the attractive and vivid tra-
ditional cultural performance at the Ex-
po.

Into summer vacation, Beijing Ex-
po ushered in a new wave of vistors.
As of now, the Expo has been open for
more than 80 days, during which there
is no lack of intangible cultural heri-
tage on many theme day activities fea-
turing different provinces and cities, in-
cluding Beijing, Hebei and Chongqing.

Eight representative projects of in-
tangible cultural heritage including
carved paper- cut and Tongshan wood
carving and special intangible heritage
projects from Wuhan and Jinzhou were
showed on Hubei Day; Shanxi noodles
art show and Taiyuan Gong and drum
were performed successively on
Shanxi Day; Hunan embroidery and
Liling ceramic were displayed on Hu-
nan Day.

When you enter the Expo on the
opening day, the first intangible heri-
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ixian Bean Paste which is pro-
Pduced in Pidu District (Pixian

County) of Sichuan Province is a
famous local product with a history of
more than 300 years. It is a common
seasoning used in Sichuan dishes. Pixi-
an Bean Paste is made from high-quali-
ty fresh red pepper, green broad bean,
high- quality flour and refined edible
salt by natural fermentation through
long- term turning, sun- drying, dew
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tage booth on your path was filigree-
mosaic. "Many travelers asked me the
question, 'Are these trinkets and crafts
for sale?' That truly proves the beauty
and popularity of the project," said the
inheritor. All the way down from the
Expo town, Yin Xiuyun, a national in-
tangible cultural heritage bearer, as
well as other inheritors of filigree-mo-
saic, paper-cut, clay sculpture and py-
rography gained like- for-like attention
from the visitors.

Yin Xiuyun was invited to demon-
strate carved lacquerware in the Expo
town. With the number of visitors on
the rise, a growing number of Chinese
and foreign tourists stopped by his
booth. Old as he is, Yin is deeply en-
grossed in creation and willing to at-
tend various display and promotional
activities of intangible cultural heri-
tage. "The Expo provides an excellent
opportunity to let more people know
about our country's intangible cultural
heritage."

Intangible heritage at the Expo is
not only limited to what is performed
and demonstrated. In fact, both the
pseudo- classic architecture Yongning
Pavilion and Beijing Garden are built
with traditional crafts. Based on the an-
cient craftsmanship of "one linen five
putty", each archaize column of Yongn-
ing pavilion was brushed five times.
Over 200 Suzhou- style colored draw-
ings in the Beijing Garden were paint-
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China's Intangible Cultural Heritage Displayed at Be
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ed by hand. Li Haixian, a paint master
and intangible cultural heritage inheri-
tor, led a maintenance team of 20 peo-
ple, prepared at all time to repair the
buildings.

There have been more than a hun-
dred varieties of intangible heritage
demonstrated since the opening of the
Expo. Some are performed in Gui Rui
Theater and on various squares and
some displayed and experienced in
each garden, enabling visitors to feel
the endless charm of intangible cultur-
al heritage at a close range.

(by Yang Liu)
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Pixian Bean Paste

and other traditional processes.

Pixian Bean Paste is unique in the
material selection and processing tech-
nique, which make it flavorful without
and added spice and glossy without
and grease. Its superb color, flavor and
taste are simply attained by refined
craftsmanship and quality ingredients.
Featuring spicy and mellow aftertaste,
it is lauded as the "Soul of Sichuan
Cuisine".
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Since the implementation of the pro-
tection of geographical indication prod-
ucts, Pixian Bean Paste has promoted
the bean paste industry in Pixian Coun-
ty, which brings about positive eco-
nomic and social benefits to the local
development.

(Courtesy of the IP Protection Depart-
ment of CNIPA and IP Bureau of Sich-
uan Province)
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New Balance Unable to Prove Fraud, Fails to Invalidate Chinese TM
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0. 865609 trademark ©H &

(trademark in dispute) was filed

by Chaoyang Industrial and
Commercial Economic Development
Corporation Shoes and Hats Company
in August, 1994 and was approved in
August, 1996, certified to be used on
Class 25 products including garments
and shoes. The trademark in dispute
was ratified to be transferred to Zhou
Lelun by the Trademark Office.

No. 175153 NEW BALANCE
(Note: Chinese pronunciation of 1 I
1) trademark (No.l cited trademark)
was filed by New Balance Athletic
Shoe Company and approved to be
used on Class 25 products such as
shoes in April, 1983. No. 749744
NEW BALANCE trademark (No.2 cit-
ed trademark ) was filed by the compa-
ny and approved to be used on Class
25 products such as clothings in June,
1995.

On July 17, 2015, New Balance
lodged an invalidation request to the
former Trademark Review and Adjudi-
cation Board (TRAB). TRAB held that
the company did not submit the evi-
dence to prove the trademark in dis-
pute was registered by deception or

other improper means. Meanwhile, the
trademark in dispute had been regis-
tered for over five years before New
Balance's invalidation request and the
evidence also could not prove the trade-
mark in dispute was applied for regis-
tration maliciously. Therefore, the reg-
istration of the trademark in dispute
did not violate the provisions of the
Trademark Law 2001.

Then, TRAB decided to uphold the
trademark in dispute.

The disgruntled New Balance then
appealed to Beijing IP Court. Beijing
IP Court held that the hearing of the
case fell under the Trademark Law
2001. The registration of the trademark
in dispute did not violate the provi-
sions of the Trademark Law 2001. The
Court then rebuffed New Balance's ap-
peal according to Article 69 of the Ad-
ministrative Litigation Law in China.
New Balance then brought the case to
Beijing High People's Court.

After hearing, Beijing High held
that the trademark in dispute had been
ratified to be obtained for more than
five years before New Balance lodged
an invalidation request. The evidence
could not prove that the trademark in

dispute was applied for registration ma-
liciously and the cited trademarks had
been well- known when the trademark
in dispute was filed for application. It
was proper that the trial court made the
judgment.

Under Article 41, paragraph 1 of
the Trademark Law 2001, if the regis-
tration of the trademark is obtained by
fraudulent means or other illicit means,
the Trademark Office shall cancel the
registered trademark; and other entities
or individuals may request TRAB to
cancel that registered trademark. In the
case, the evidence submitted by New
Balance could not prove the trademark
in dispute was obtained by deception
or other improper means. Accordingly,
the Court did not support the compa-
ny's request.

In this connection, Beijing High re-
jected the appeal from New Balance
and upheld the first-instance judgment.

(by Sun Fanghua)
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