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®China's IP
.- in foreign eyes
owadays, Didi Chuxing an-
nounced that it would form a
joint venture with the British oil
major aimed at providing charging ser-
vices to both Didi and non- Didi car
owners and to scale up the charging
network "significantly" in China after
the joint venture with BP is estab-
lished. BP has already linked its first
charging site in the Chinese port city
of Guangzhou with Didi's open auto-
mobile solutions platform. (China's Didi
partners up with BP to build an electric ve-
hicle-charging network, CNBC)
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Comment:

Internet and big data computing can
make electric vehicle charging net-
work services more accurate and effi-
cient. Through this cooperation, the
two sides can help electric vehicle us-
ers to obtain a better service experi-
ence and promote consumption up-
grade and industrial upgrading by tap-
ping the Internet and big data informa-
tion technology.
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UNIVERSAL MUSIC GROUP

hinese internet giant Tencent is
C set to buy a 10% stake in the

Universal Music Group
(UMG), which is owned by French
media conglomerate Vivendi. Vivendi
said Tencent can help it to improve the
promotion of UMG's artists in China,
adding that it wants to "identify and
promote new talents in new markets."
Vivendi said the deal would value
UMG at $34 billion , meaning Ten-
cent's chunk of Universal would be
worth $3.3 billion. ( Tencent In Talks To
Buy 10% Of Universal From Vivendi TFor
$3.3 Billion, Forbes)
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Comment:

Tencent's commercial strategic co-
operation with UMG, while seizing the
digital new market and new opportuni-
ties, must strengthen the protection of
intellectual property rights in movies
to create more art products and capital-
ize on its value.
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Editor Xiong Huaping
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ccording to the latest statistics
Areleased by China National Intel-

lectual Property Administration
(CNIPA), the first half of 2019 wit-
nessed a steady increase in published
patent applications in countries along
the Belt and Road. The quality of
granted patents from China maintains
a high level while technical fields and
industrial structures of national econo-
my involved keep upgrading. Coming
towards us, Belt and Road partners al-
so have their shares of growth in pat-
ent applications and grants.

As revealed, 3,125 patent applica-
tions filed by China in these countries
in the first half of this year were pub-
lished, 13 more than the same period
last year while patents granted regis-
tered at 1,558. According to the indica-
tors displaying patent strength, the av-
erage number of claims of these grant-
ed patents is 14.8 and the average num-
ber of members of these patent fami-
lies is 12, manifesting the solid quality
of these granted patents from China
and Chinese companies' refined desire
in strategically mapping their quality
patents overseas.

Also in the first half, computer, tele-
communications and other electronic
equipment manufacturing pace all tech-
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ongyuan yak milk powder is pro-
Hduced in Hongyuan County of
Aba Qiang Zang ethnic autono-
mous prefecture, which is located on
the southeastern Qingzang plateau,
northwestern Sichuan province of Chi-
na, with an altitude of 3,000 to 4,500
meters. The water source is the Shuo-
mo River tributary of the Dadu River
and the streams of the Baihe River.
The natural grassland containing Rho-
diola, Pinus thunbergii, Cordyceps,
Snow Lotus, Gansong, Gentiana, Qian-
ghuo, Dahuang and Astragalus mem-
branaceus is used as grazing land.
The dairy source of Hongyuan yak

nical fields in number of patent appli-
cations published, followed by instru-
ment manufacturing, chemical raw ma-
terials and chemical products manufac-
turing, software and information tech-
nology services and general equipment
manufacturing (2nd to 5th). All the top-
10 ranked industries except repair of
metal products, machineries and equip-
ment and repair of automobiles, elec-
tronic products and day- to- day prod-
ucts fall into IP-(patent)-intensive in-
dustry except , bolstering the quality
and quantity of China's export to these
countries.

The most prolific Chinese users in
the Belt and Road countries are the
usual suspects, Huawei, OPPO, Ping
An Technology (Shenzhen) Company,
Midea Group and BOE Technology
Group (1st to 5th).

On the flip side, also in the first
half of 2019, the number of patent ap-
plications from countries along the
Belt and Road entering China is 11,
683, up 3%; 40 countries are on the re-
cord, three more than 2018. At the
same time, the number of patent
grants in China is 8,029, up 16.2%.
Both the growth of patent applications
and grants reflect that the improving
business environment in China is earn-
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ing the nod from partners along the
route.
(by Li Qian/Cai Zhonghua)
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Hongyuan Yak Milk Powder
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milk powder is Hongyuan yak that has
the characteristics of strong immunity,
cold resistance, hypoxia resistance, fa-
tigue resistance and radiation resis-
tance. After raw milk collection, pas-
teurization, vacuum concentration and
spray drying, the crude protein and cal-
cium content of Hongyuan yak milk
powder is high.

Hongyuan County is a poverty-
stricken county. Sichuan Provincial
Market Supervision and Administration
has been working with the local govern-
ment to alleviate poverty. Through the
implementation of the National Geo-
graphical Indication protective prod-

ucts, there are more than 6,000 house-
holds totaled 20,000 herdsmen engaged
in free range husbandry and production
in the protected area of 11 townships
and towns. Hongyuan yak milk powder
plays a critical role to promote the de-
velopment of local characteristic econo-
my and helped the local people get rid
of poverty and become rich.

According to statistics, at present
the local Hongyuan yak milk collect-
ing network covers around 1 million
yaks, processing about 100,000 metric
tons fresh yak milk annually. The total
value of output reaches 200 million
Chinese Yuan annually. The products

are sold all over the country, including
Hong Kong and Macao.
(Courtesy of the IP Protection Depart-
ment of CNIPA and IP Bureau of Sich-
uan Province)
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Court Allows Parallel Import, Citing No Injury to TM Owner
OBO Fij b S AE A 5N

ansha District People's Court in
Nthe Guangdong Free Trade Zone
recently announced its first- in-
stance judgment on the initial group of
cases on parallel- import-related trade-
mark infringement and unfair competi-
tion. The Court held that the products
involved are based on parallel import
and the defendant's acts of importing
and selling the products are not against
the law. In this connection, the Court
rejected all the clams of the plaintiff,
OBD Bettermann (Shenzhen).
Parallel import is defined as

"

im-
port a legally- manufactured product
without the IP owner's consent" by the
World Trade Organization (WTO). Re-
garding trademark- related parallel im-
port,, There is no provision in the Chi-
nese Trademark Law neither for nor
against it, making relevant IP disputes
always open for discussion in court
practices.

OBD Bettermann (Shenzhen), a
wholly owned subsidiary of the Germa-
ny-  based OBO Bettermann
GmbH&Co.KG, was authorized to use-
No0.3214870 'OBO' trademark and No.
G663678 'SBO ' trademark , respective-
ly registered in 2006 and 2011 in Chi-

na, exclusively here in China as well
as enforcing these trademark rights in
its own name.

OBD Shenzhen held that all of its
lightning protectors were imported
from Germany and sold either by itself
or by authorized dealers. In December,
2017, the company found that the light-
ening protectors labeled with the trade-
marks in question were sold by Guang-
dong Shifu Electric Industry Co.Ltd
and used in a large construction project
and neither itself nor its dealers was
part of the transaction. The company
claimed that Shifu has infringed its ex-
clusive trademark right and breached
unfair competition. It then brought
three separate cases to Nansha District
People's Court.

Shifu argued that the products in-
volved were produced by enterprises
authorized by OBO Germany and im-
ported from Singapore dealers after
clearing customs formalities. The prod-
ucts are genuine and authorized by the
trademark owner. Having provided a se-
ries of evidence proving the legitimacy
of the above- mentioned products,
Shifu denied both charges of trademark
infringement and unfair competition.

After hearing, the Court held that
the imported products sold by Shifu
were produced by OBO Germany and
were genuine products. In court practic-
es, they were deemed as parallel import
goods. Shifuwas importing products
manufactured by OBD or manufac-
tured with OBD's authorization and
clearing customs formalities for these
products. It did not violate any public
policy and legal restrictions in China
and should not be assessed negatively.
In addition, Shifu's parallel import did
not damage or distort the choices of
market players and consumers, thus un-
fair competition was not in place.

In this connection, the court dis-
missed the claims of OBD Shenzhen,
who has appealed the decision as of pub-
lication.  (by Sun Fanghua/Wang Jun)
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and Consumers
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