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pple is reportedly shifting pro-
Aduction for its new Mac Pro

computer from the United States
to China. The company's latest Mac
Pro computer will not undergo final as-
sembly in Austin, Texas, as its previ-
ous version did, according to a Wall
Street Journal report.Apple (AAPL)
will now partner with Quanta Comput-
er in China — closer to Apple's other
factories. The effort could help reduce
costs related to shipping components
to the United States for the last produc-
tion step, the report said.(Apple shifts
Mac Pro production away from US to Chi-
na, CNN)
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Comment :

With the continuous output of Chi-
na's innovation- driven development,
China's constantly upgrading communi-
cation equipment manufacturing tech-
nology and huge consumer market are
attracting more and more investment
from multinational companies and top
technology companies.
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he new Mi CC smartphones are

"designed to be a flagship for

photography and selfies with
both front and back cameras," Xiaomi
said in a statement. The phones will
use a photo algorithm developed in
partnership with viral selfie app Meitu.
The phone was designed by "one of the
youngest product teams in Xiaomi,
among which half are art majors and
are dedicated to creating a trendy de-
sign for young consumers," it said.
(Xiaomi asked art majors to help design its
latest smartphones, CN'N)

INKRAE — Iy BB R OR L, HTR
Mi CC EHaETFHL B A e il E
TR B 5, B R Gk 7 X
WENKEHEET YR E
B EEHFIEBONARER
m B = &1 8y Hrnig it A
—ERZARFEA, AT DL I H 2
NTAFERIEFRE SN %, ”
PR R (R F R ZE AR Ko 4 85 %
FHAF T, £ B R LKA
")

Comment:

In a bid to meet the needs of young
consumers, what Xiaomi have been
done is to design a fashionable and
popular smartphone to win the market
in recent years.
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New Progress made in electronic communication of Madrid Trademark Registration in China
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ccording to the Trademark Of-
Aﬁce (TMO) of China National
Intellectual Property Administra-

tion (CNIPA) recently, China's self-de-
veloped electronic document- sending
system for the post-registration formali-
ties of the Madrid Trademark Interna-
tional Registrations is now comfort-
ably transmitting during its first-month
operation, having successfully deliv-
ered 124 documents to the World Intel-
lectual Property Organization (WIPO)
as of now. The IT system is another
key milestone in electronic communi-
cation between China and the Madrid
system since the online debut of the
Madrid filing system on June 21, 2018.
In recent years, CNIPA has been
highly valuing international exchanges
and cooperation in the trademark field
and actively fulfilling its obligations in
IP protection, providing a fair and
equal IP environment for enterprises
from both home and abroad. With its
ever- improving business environment,
China has been the most desired desti-
nation for international trademark ap-
plications for territorial extension. In a
bid to further optimize the environ-
ment for doing business and serve Chi-
nese and foreign applicants, CNIPA
works closely with WIPO, vigorously
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uanggang town, located in Fu-
Hnan county, Anhui province, is
the famous township of "the
Hometown of Salix integra" and "the
capital of wicker ". "Huanggang wick-
er" has a long history, according to
Yingzhou Records of Zhengde of Ming
Dynasty : "Huaimeng is rich in water
jing (note: at that time the salix integra
was called water jing), cutting and pro-
cessing, white as jade, tough as rattan
". Huanggang wicker is soft and easy
to bend, symmetrical in thickness and
elegant in color, which can be woven
into all kinds of practical handicrafts
with simple nature, beautiful shape and
light and durable.
Huanggang located in Funa Meng-
wa, low-lying, dotted with lakes. Soil

promote reform to facilitate internation-
al registration of trademarks, constant-
ly strengthen communication and coor-
dination with WIPO. The TMO launch-
es the Madrid Trademark International
Registration online application system,
helping Chinese businesses implement
the trademark strategy of going global.
In the first five months of the year, the
Madrid international trademark appli-
cations from China were 2,259, rank-
ing the third among Madrid Union
members. Online applications logged
at 1,885, accounting for 83.44% . The
international notice time for foreign en-
terprises to handle post-registration for-
malities including trademark transfer,
cuts and partial cancellation is reduced
by more than a month since the opera-
tion of electronic document- sending
system of Madrid Trademark Interna-
tional Registration follow-up business.
In the first five months of the year, Chi-
na received 19,023 follow-up business
applications from foreign companies,
with the examination pendency for
trademark transfer shortened to three
months and that for trademark modifi-
cation and renewal to one month.
CNIPA will intensify the efforts to
enhance international cooperation in IP
protection, deepen international ex-

changes and cooperation in the trade-
mark field, continuously promote the
Madrid International Trademark Regis-
tration System and take the activity of
improving trademark examination qual-
ity as an opportunity, further upgrading
the examination quality and efficiency
of Madrid international trademark reg-
istration, constantly reducing the exam-
ination pendency and enthusiastically
contributing to China's opening-up and
economic and social development.
(by Yang Liu)
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Huanggang Wicker

is given priority to with browns soil,
structure retention of fat, rich in organ-
ic matter. The water has high quality,
rich minerals. It belongs to the south-
ern margin of the warm temperate
semi- humid monsoon climate zone,
which is monsoon obvious, clear four
seasons, mild climate,and here rainfall
is relatively moderate, illumination,
frost-free period is longer, it provides a
good ecological environment for
Huanggang wicker growth . At present,
with Huanggang as the center, it has
been built 83,000 mu Salix integra
planting base, with an annual output of
380,000 tons of willow.

In recent years, The local govern-
ment has further promoted the land-
mark policy of enriching farmers and
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targeted poverty alleviation. Tn the re-
gion,there are 14 country where 120,
000 farmers are engaged in willow
planting and processing. Also there
are 76 enterprises using the special
sign of Huanggang willow weaving
landmark products, which promotes
the employment of 14,500 poor people
in Mengwa, Huaihe river. The annual
planting income of farmers reaches
600 million yuan, and the annual in-
crease of income is more than 900 mil-
lion yuan.

Huanggang wicker is also sold
abroad, mainly to 56 countries and re-
gions, such as Japan, France, Britain,
the USA, Italy and Germany. The an-
nual export revenue reached 279.9 mil-
lion US dollars.

(Courtesy of the IP Protection Depart-
ment of CNIPA and Anhui [P Office)
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Japanese company's trademark application denied for lack of distinctiveness
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ver the No. 20825877 "CHLO-
OROPHYLL TEA-LEAF and fig-

ure" (trademark in dispute)
trademark application case, Beijing
High People's Court made a final judg-
ment recently.

The trademark in dispute was filed
by Nikko Pharmaceutical Company on
August 1, 2016, certified to be used on
Class 3 products, such as facial cleans-
ers, wrinkle creams, acne creams, hair
restorers and cosmetics. After examina-
tion, the Trademark Office (TMO) un-
der the former State Administration for
Industry and Commerce held that the
trademark in dispute used on the desig-
nated products such as cosmetics di-
rectly reflects their materials, lacking
distinctiveness required for being a
trademark. Accordingly, the TMO de-
cided to reject the application for regis-
tration.

Nikko Company filed a re-examina-
tion request to the former Trademark
Review and Adjudication Board
(TRAB) , but suffered one more set-

back on April 26, 2018.

The Company then brought the case
to Beijing IP Court, arguing that the
trademark in dispute was figure and
word combination with distinctiveness
and did not directly show the materials
of the designated products such as cos-
metics. Meanwhile, according to the
principle of consistency of examina-
tion standard, No.3264287 TOMI Chlo-
rophyl (£ Ufg ZE 4% 3 in Chinese) and
figure trademark had been registered
and the trademark in dispute should be
approved.

Beijing IP Court held that "CHLO-
ROPHYLL" in trademark in dispute
can be translated as a green substance
in plants (M %% 2 in Chinese), "TEA-
LEAF" the leaf on the tea plant (4%
in Chinese) and the leaf figure lacking
distinctiveness required for being a
trademark. The registration of other
trademarks cannot be regarded as the
basis for that of the trademark in dis-
pute. The Court rejected the complaint
of Nikko Company in the first-instance

judgment.
The disgruntled Company then ap-
pealed to Beijing High People's Court.
After hearing, Beijing High held
that the registration of other trade-
marks the Company has argued cannot
be regarded as the evidence for that of
the trademark in dispute. In trademark
in dispute, the meaning of the words is
similar to that of the figure. The public
will take it as the direct description of
the materials and ingredients when the
trademark in dispute is used on the des-
ignated products such as cosmetics,
wrinkle creams and acne creams, in-
stead of the mark indicating the source
of goods. In this connection, Beijing
High rendered its final ruling against
Nikko Company and upheld the first-
instance decision.
(by Wang Guohao)
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