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@ China's IP

-/ in foreign eyes

ccording to the Korea Intel-
Alectual Property Office
(KIPO), the number of Chi-
nese companies trying to register a
trademark in South Korea has in-
creased from 1,238 in 2010 to 1,665
in 2011 and 2,324 in 2013. That’s a
huge increase since 2010. Electron-
ics and communication equipment
were among the most notable indus-
tries for Chinese companies, includ-
ing well known Chinese companies
like Alibaba and Huawei. (Chinese
Brands Raise Profiles in South Korea, by
The Diplomat)
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Comment:

The increasing number of Chi-
nese trademark registration in South
Korea reflexes the country’s increas-
ing recognition of the importance of
intellectual property rights. We also
have seen that China is putting more
and more effort strengthening the
protection of brand names to nurture
its global brands.
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Alibaba Group

fter revolutionizing e- com-
Amerce in China, Alibaba

Group Holding Ltd. may end
up becoming the world’s biggest-ev-
er stock- market listing. Now’ s a
good time to bury the myth that Chi-
na can’ t innovate. Many Chinese
companies become uniquely, says
Erik Roth, a partner at McKinsey &
Co.’ s Shanghai office. (Alibaba IPO:
Innovation Chinese Style, by The Wall
Street Journal)
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Comment:

People now think of innovation
as a big bang. But it’ s not. The type
of innovation that Chinese good at is
“pragmatic and profitable.” As one
of the most valuable technogical
companies in the world, Alibaba is a
classic example of this kind of Chi-
nese style “innovation through com-
mercialization.”
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(by Correspondent Wang
Weiwei from Canada)
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China imposed over 3.2 billion Yuan

anti—monopoly fine since 2013
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Development and Reform Com-
mission (NDRC) said that it re-
cently made a penalty to the well-
known enterprise FAW- Audi with a

Sources from China’ s National

fine of 270 million Yuan. Up to now,
China has made six anti- monopoly
penalties of over a hundred million
Yuan’ s fine, totally over 3.2 billion
Yuan since last year.

According to a principal of
NDRC, the companies punished dur-
ing the six years since the Anti- mo-
nopoly Law of China enforced were
both from domestic and abroad. The
officer declared that every company is
equal before the Anti-monopoly Law
in China.

China has enlarged its scope of
investigation and punishment since
early 2013. On August 20th, 2014,
NDRC made a fine of 1.235 billion
Yuan to twelve Japanese automobile
parts and bearings companies includ-

ing Sumitomo, Seiko, NTN and so on.

The office said that, China
would welcome foreign investors and
keep the opening-up policy as usual.
All companies would be treated equal-
ly without discrimination on law en-
forcement.

Among all the anti- monopoly
cases, the case of Qualcomm attracted

more attention than others. It is report-
ed that Derek Aberle, the President of
Qualcomm, came with his executives
to NDRC to be inquired for its sus-
pected monopoly behaviors for the
fourth time. Qualcomm and NDRC
had a broad and in-depth exchange of
views on many issues of anti-monopo-
ly. NDRC started the anti- monopoly

investigation since the second half of
2013, and published it on a press con-
ference in February, 2014.

(by Zhao Jianguo)
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NCAC combats online game piracy
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ecently, the National Copyright
RAdministration of China

(NCAC) published the second
group of ten online piracy cases inves-
tigated in the Net Sword Action 2014.
Three of the ten are online game pira-
cy cases, which are the main targets
of the action. The action is a warning
sign for internet industry to comply
with the copyright order.

In November 2012, Shandong
Copyright Bureau uncovered an ille-
gal private server case of online game
Legend of Mir (MIR). The suspects il-
legally copied and sold MIR server-
ware without the consent of the copy-
right owner Shanghai Shanda Net-
work Development Co., LTD (SN-
DA). The value of the case were over
40 million Yuan.

On July 26th, 2013, the Net Po-
lice Corps under Shizhong Branch of
Jinan Public Security Bureau filed the
case, and then arrested 7 suspects and
shut down 110 severs in different
provinces. The procuratorate institut-
ed a public prosecution against the
suspects in March 2014, and the case
is in trial at present.

Like piracy, private server is also
one of main targets of the Net Sword
Action. On April 8th, the Law En-
forcement Corps of Beijing Cultural
Market received a report from Shang-
hai Net Ease Network Technology De-
velopment co., LTD (NTES). The re-
port claimed that some persons illegal-
ly set up online game World of War-
craft (WOW) server and relevant BBS
containing private server game, which

cause huge loss to NTES. The Corps
then start investigation.

The Corps ascertained that the
suspect Qiu illegally set up private
server of WOW and made benefits.
Qiu was arrested on May 13th, 2014
with his involved computer. The evi-
dence showed that Qiu got over 1.2
million Yuan by illegal private server
since 2013. Now the case is under
prosecution. (by Dou Xinying)
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@ EXPRESS

ecently, Beijing Higher
Rieople’ s Court made a fi-
al judgment to reject the
appeal from Astro Boy Sports Compa-
ny (AB Sports). The Court affirmed
the judgment that AB Sports should
cease the infringement immediately
and pay Tezuca Co. 210,000 Yuan for
economic losses and reasonable ex-
penses. By then, the case of the copy-
right of “Astro Boy” was closed.

The famous comic Astro Boy
was created in 1951 by Japanese com-
ic artist Tezuka Osamu. The copyright
of Astro Boy was obtained by Tezuka
Osamu’ s wife according to his testa-
ment in 1989, and was then assigned
to Tezuka Co.. In 2006, Tezuca Co.
registered Astro Boy’ s image in Chi-
na.

Astro Boy Sports Company (AB
Sports) was founded by Quanzhou
Feike Sports Co., LTD. in 2000. Its
main productions are children’ s
shoes and clothes. AB Sports has No.
232855 trademark “Astro Boy and
its image” registered in China by as-

Astro Boy wins copyright suit in
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signment, which was awarded as Chi-

na’ s well-known trademark in 2008.
AB Sports uses Astro Boy’ s image
in its promotions, which are similar
to the copyrighted work of Tezuca
Co.

Tezuca Co. filed a law suit
against AB Sports to Beijing No.2 In-
termediate People’ s Court in early
2013, asking for the defendant to
cease the infringement immediately.

The Court held that the copy-

right claimed by Tezuca
Co. was in the jurisdic-
tion of China as China
and Japan were both
members of the Berne
Convention Copyright
Treaty. AB Sports in-
fringed Tezuca Co.’ s
rights of reproduction,
distribution, communi-
cation through informa-
tion network and remu-
neration, by using Astro
Boy’s image on its pro-
duction and promotion
without permission. According to this,
the Court made the judgment men-
tioned above. AB Sports appealed to
Beijing Higher People’ s Court, and
was rejected.
(by Zhu Wenming)
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